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• Increasing Indexes – The August 2025 CPI rose by 0.4%, which follows a 0.2% increase in July 2025. 
The index for shelter rose by 0.4%, the index for shelter increased by 0.5%, and the index for energy 
jumped by 0.7% (source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics).  

• Large Layoff – Elon Musk’s xAI announced the layoff of 500 workers from its data annotations team, 
which focuses on building the company’s chatbot Grok. Instead of hiring generalist AI tutors, xAI plans 
on expanding its specialist AI tutors (source: Reuters).   

• Escaping Earnings – The real average hourly earnings for all employees declined by 0.1% in August 
2025, bringing the 12-month average total down to a 0.7% increase (source: U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics).  

• Adobe’s AI – Adobe released its FY25 Q3 earnings, citing a 13% year-over-year revenue growth. 
Adobe’s AI creative applications surpassed $5 billion, resulting in an increase to its projected year-end 
revenue and earnings per share targets (source: Adobe).   

• Dwindling Production – The August 2025 PPI decreased by 0.1% after a 0.7% advance in July 2025. 
The main factor driving the August 2025 decline was a 0.2% decrease in prices for final demand 
services (source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics).   

• Settin’ the Bar – Black Rock Coffee Bar reached a $1.27 billion valuation after its shares rose by 
32.5% in the IPO. This was the first IPO by a U.S. restaurant since Cava in 2023 (source: Yahoo 
Finance).  

• Trickling Tariffs – The number of S&P 500 Q2 2025 earnings calls citing “tariffs” has declined by 
21% since Q1 2025 (source: Factset Insight).  

• Calling All Corn Lovers – The USDA is predicting the largest acreage harvest in 92 years, which will 
result in U.S. corn supplies increasing by 59% to a seven-year high (source: Reuters).  

• Home Run Hitter – Cal Raleigh from the Mariners hit his 54th home run of the season on Sunday, 
September 14th, tying Mickey Mantle’s single-season switch-hitter home run record (source: MLB).  

• End of an Era – The Kansas City Chiefs are 0-2 for the first time since 2014 after losing to the 
Philadelphia Eagles on Sunday, September 14th (source: Yahoo Sports).  

 

Definitions and Indexes 

This newsletter is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute investment advice or a 
recommendation regarding any specific product or security.  Past performance is not indicative of future results. You 
cannot invest directly in an index. All references to tax or legal matters are provided for informational purposes only. 
You should consult your legal or tax professional regarding your specific situation. All investing is subject to risk, 
including possible loss of principal. 

https://www.direxion.com/definitions-index-descriptions?elqTrackId=10924676E4B18AC045083F9ECA52F66E&elqTrack=true
https://www.direxion.com/definitions-index-descriptions?elqTrackId=10924676E4B18AC045083F9ECA52F66E&elqTrack=true

